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A GREAT LOSS FOR ALASKA

Celia Hunter died still doing the work she
loved most—fighting for Alaska’s environ-
ment.

The night before her death Hunter had
been putting together a list of U.S. senators
who might be considered undecided regard-
ing the Senate vote on drilling in the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge.

Hunter spent more than 50 years as a pio-
neer and conservationist in Alaska, most
often working side-by-side with her long-
time companion and fellow conservationist
Ginny Wood.

Hunter’s years of dedication to the protec-
tion and preservation of Alaska and her
work to that end on the local, state and na-
tional levels meant that she played a vital
role in shaping Alaska’s environmental fu-
ture.

Her work and contributions to increase
public awareness of Alaska’s unique natural
resources have been pushed even more into
the public eye as the nation began focusing
on solving national energy policy issues. One
of the biggest questions directly related to
Alaska has been what role if any should
ANWR play in that policy—the very issue
Hunter contemplated during her last days.

Hunter and Wood first flew in Fairbanks in
January 1947, piloting two planes to be deliv-
ered to the Interior. Extreme temperatures
kept the pair here longer than expected, and
after spending a bit of time in Europe, they
were back to stay.

The list of her works in conservation and
environmentalism are lengthy. In the 1950s,
Hunter and Wood built Camp Denali, an
early combination of ecology and tourism.
Not long after, Hunter was a founding mem-
ber of the Alaska Conservation Society, the
first statewide conservation society in Alas-
ka. Later on, she was instrumental in the
formation of the Alaska Conservation Foun-
dation and served as its first board chair.
Hunter was interim executive director of The
Wilderness Society in the 1970s. In 1991, she
was presented the Sierra Clubs’ highest
honor and has received innumerable awards
in recognition of her dedication and service
to conservation.

News-Miner readers recognize Hunter as a
longtime contributor to this page—she began
writing her column in 1979. While her opin-
ions quite often differed from our own, our
respect for Hunter was beyond question.

In the days since her death, Hunter’s
friends and associates have described her in
a variety of ways: pioneer, voice of respon-
sible environmentalism, adventurer, kind
and honest with everybody. And all said that
her passing would leave a void in Fairbanks
and in Alaska.

In during a 1986 interview with a News-
Miner reporter, Hunter said that her basic
philosophy was that much of the damage
done to the earth was caused by people mak-
ing a living. That creates an obligation, she
said: ‘‘Each one of us has a responsibility to
take care of the part of the world we live
in.’’

Hunter’s life-long goal was to minimize the
footprints that humans leave on our environ-
ment. But through her work and her passion
Alaska, she has left behind an impression
that will long be remembered.
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Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
mend Captain Virgil Augustus King, who will
be retiring from the Santa Clara County De-
partment of Correction on December 28th
after twenty-six years of service to Santa
Clara County.

Captain King joined the Department of Cor-
rection in 1989 after serving as a Deputy
Sheriff and Sergeant for the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. Since that time, he has served as a
Sergeant in the Main Jail, Work Out of Class
Lieutenant in The Training Unit, Personnel
Unit and the Elmwood Complex. Captain King
was promoted to Captain in July of 1999, and
currently serves as the Programs Division,
Professional Compliance and Audit Unit and
Special Projects Commander.

Captain King was integral to the develop-
ment of the Regimented Corrections Program
(RCP), a modified boot-camp program with a
strong emphasis on education. RCP has been
a highly successful program which this De-
cember is celebrating its 5th Anniversary.
Captain King was also instrumental in the de-
velopment of the Artemis Program, a similar
program designed for pregnant women and
women with young children, which was se-
lected as the 2001 recipient of the Thomas M.
Wernert Award for Innovation in Community
Behavioral Healthcare. The latest innovative
program developed under Captain King’s di-
rection is Women in Community Services, a
pre- and post-program for female inmates in
Santa Clara County, which starts with classes
inside the jail and extends into the community
for supportive aftercare. Each of the partici-
pants is matched up with a professional men-
tor for up to six months to assist them in the
successful achievement of their individual
goals.

I wish to thank Captain Virgil King for his
compassionate dedication to the County and
wish him the best in his future endeavors. His
innovation and loyalty will be sorely missed,
but the people of the County are the richer for
his service.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to recognize the new
President of the University of Southern Colo-
rado, Ronald Applbaum. The University and
the community of Pueblo are fortunate to have
Dr. Applbaum join their extended family. As he
prepares for his new post, I would like to rec-
ognize several of his academic achievements
and wish him the best of luck when he takes
his new post in July.

Dr. Applbaum was selected to head the Uni-
versity based on his impressive academic re-
sume and past successes he has enjoyed in
other higher education institutions. He was

one of three finalists considered for the posi-
tion in a selection process that lasted just
three months. Upon reaching the finalist cat-
egory, it became an easy board decision to
name Dr. Applbaum to the University’s top
post. The doctor was selected trusting that he
can continue to lead the University of South-
ern Colorado to the prominence and stature
that the educational institution maintains today
in the State of Colorado.

Dr. Applbaum has enjoyed a long and dis-
tinguished career in higher education. He has
served in numerous academic positions for
several colleges and universities throughout
the country. He received a bachelors and
masters degree in speech communication
from California State University and later a
doctorate in the field from Pennsylvania State
University. He served as the Vice President of
Academic Affairs for the University of Texas-
Pan American and Dean of the School of Hu-
manities for Long Beach State. His rise to
USC’s top post began with a term as presi-
dent of Westfield State College in Massachu-
setts, and serving as the President of Kean
University in New Jersey since 1996.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to welcome
Dr. Ronald Applbaum to Pueblo and the Uni-
versity of Southern Colorado. The community
is truly fortunate to gain this new and distin-
guished leader. I would like to further welcome
his family to the area and look forward to
meeting them in the coming year. Congratula-
tions on your latest achievement, Dr.
Applbaum, and welcome to your new home. I
am confident when I say the commitment to
higher education is strong with leaders such
as yourself and I am assured you will continue
to perform great work!
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to recognize and pay trib-
ute to a hero of the community of Glenwood
Springs, Colorado. Jacob Schooley recently
distinguished himself in a local fire that threat-
ened to destroy a historic building and injure
several residents. I would like to highlight Ja-
cob’s heroics and thank him for his service.

Jacob arose to a regular morning on Satur-
day, December 1, 2001, until he heard fire
alarms ringing throughout his residence. After
making a call to 911, Jacob proceeded to
awaken his neighbors to the danger that lay
ahead. After finding the source of the fire,
Jacob extinguished the flames and directed
the residents to safety. Jacob continued to
fight the fire until firefighters arrived on the
scene to control the blaze. As a result of his
quick reaction, the fire damage was minimal
and the residents were allowed to reoccupy
their homes soon thereafter.

Mr. Speaker, I again commend Jacob
Schooley for his quick action and decisiveness
in a time of crisis. The fire harmed several
residents and firefighters with burns and
smoke inhalation, but without Jacob’s efforts,
the toll could have been much worse. I am
honored to represent citizens like Jacob and
his community of Glenwood Springs. Thank
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